COLONIAL COUNCILLORS OF STATE

ing from Pagan Point Creek, “hereafter to be
called Hampstead Point,” to Warruschis-
queake river, “hercafter to be called New
Town Haven,” due him for “a share of his
adventurc.” The grant was dated May 2,
(621, in the time of the Virginia Company, of
which Hobson had been a member. \Vhen
Capt. Hlobson died is not known.

willoughby, Thomas, was a nephew of
Sir Percival Willoughby, of \Wollaton, who
was from Kent, married his relative, the
neiress of the Willoughbys of Wollaton, and
had several brothers. At least so runs the
family tradition. Thomas was born in 1601,
came to Virginia when he was nine years old,
and lived first, in Elizabeth City county, and
afterwards in Lower Norfolk. After reach-
ing marthood, he was for many years one of
the leading merchants of the colony. There
is to be found in Sainsbury's “Calendar of
Colonial State Dapers” (vol. 1.) a certificate,
dated 1627, by Thomas Willoughby, of
Rochester, aged twenty-seven years, in regard
to a ship in which he was about to go to Vir-
ginia. There can hardly be a doubt that this
was the Virginian returning from a visit to
his old home. As soon as he arrived in Vir-
ginia, he was engaged in warfare with the
Indians, for on July 4, 1627, Lieut. Pippet
and Ensign Willoughby were ordered to attack
the Chesapeakes. As “ILieutenant Thomas
Willoughby,” he was appointed a commis-
sioner (justice} for Elizabeth City, on March
26, 1628-29, and again in Feb., 1631-32, and
Sept, 1632. On March 11, 1639, “Capt.
Thos. Willoughby, Esq.” was presiding jus-
tice of Lower Norfolk. He represented the
“Upper Past of Elizabeth City,” in the house
of burgesses at the session of March, 1629-30,
ard was again a member for “Waters Creek
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aud the Upper Part of Elizabeth City,” in
Feb, 1631-32. In Sept., 1632, he was a bur-
gess, but was absent, at least at the beginning
of the session, being in England about this
time. On Jan. 6, 1639, Willoughby was pres-
ent as a member of the council, and on Aug.
9. 1641, he was again commissioned as a coun-
cillor under Gov. Berkeley, and was present
at the meetings of Feb., 1644-45, March, 1645-
46, and Oct., 1646. In the last named year he
was “high lieutenant” of Norfolk county. He
was included in the commission of the council
issued by Charles I1. at Breda in 1650, but
was not among the councillors elected by the
heuse of burgesses in April, 1652. In Nov.,
1654, the assembly made the following order:
It is ordered by the present Grand Assembly
in the difference between Capt. Thos. Wil-
loughby and Bartholomew Hodgskins (Hos-
kins) that Hodgskins the then sheriff is noway
liable to make Willoughby any satisfaction,
and the former proceedings against the said
Willoughby were grounded upon very good
reasons, because it appeareth that the said
Willoughby was not sworn nor acted as a
Councillor of this Country before the Levy
was made which he refusing to pay, occa-
sioned all the damage, which in this petition
hce doth pretend to.” Thomas Willoughby
patented large tracts of land in Lower Nor-
folk county which his descendants owned for
several generations. Part of this estate, Wil-
loughby Point, near Norfolk, known as the
“manor plantation” was until lately the prop-
erty of descendants through female lines.
The name of Capt. Willoughby’s wife is not
known, unless, as seems probable, it appears
under a patent to him in 1654, when Alice,
Thomas and Elizabeth Willoughby are men-
tioned as head rights, In the old records of
Lower Norfolk is the following: “At a Court
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held 16th August, 1658. Upon Peticon of Mr.
Tho. Willoughby a commission of Adm'con
is granted unto him on his father’s estate,
Capt. Tho. Willoughby who deceased in Eng-
land, hee putting in Security according to

bR

law.

Wormeley, Ralph, was a son of Christo-
pher Wormeley, Esq., and a descendant of
Sir John de Wormeley, of Hadfield, county
York, England (1312), and brother of Chris-
topher Wormely, Esq., acting governor of the
Tortuga Island, 1631-1635, who also scttled
in Virginia. He was born about 1620 and
came to Virginia about 1635, and settled in
York county. He was a justice of the county
in 1648, with the rank of captain, and in 1650
was made a member of the council. He died
in 1651. In 1646 he married Agatha Elton-
head, widow of Luke Stubbins, gentleman, of
Northampton county, Virginia. She was the
daughter of Richard Eltonhcad, of Eltonhead,
county Lancaster, England, and on the death
of Wormeley she married Sir Henry Chicheley,
a royalist who fled to Virginia in 1649 and
was afterwards lieutenant governor. He was
father of Ralph Wormeley, who became secre-
tary of state of Virginia. He died in 1651,

Littleton, Nathaniel, was the sixth son of
Sir Edward Littleton, of Henly, Shropshire,
and brother of Sir Edward Littleton, lord
keeper, served in the Low Countries, in the
Earl of Southampton’s company, in 1625, and
emigrated in 1635 to Virginia, where he set-
tled at Nadua Creek, Accomac county. In
1640, he was chief magistrate of that county,
and on March 18, 1644, was appointed com-
mander of Accomac, an office which he held
for a number of years. On April 30, 1652,
he was clected to the council, and was a mem-
ber until his death about two years later.
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Prior to March 1, 1652, Capt. Littleton, “GoVv~
ernor of Accomache,” had married the widowW
of Charles Ifarmar. She was Ann, daughte?t
of Henry Southey, Esq., of Rimpton, Somet -
sctshire, to whom the company had issued 2
patent in reward of his undertaking to trat1 S~
port 100 persons to Virginia. Councillor
Littleton's death occurred in or before 1654
ard that of his wife in 1656. Ile has numer-
ous descendants in Virginia.

Harmer, Ambrose, came to Virginia in
about the year 1625. This much my be
gathered from his petition to the King, asking
to be given legal‘ control over Benoni Buck:,
the first idiot who had ever lived in Virginia.
The petition was dated 1637, and in it Mr.
IHarmer stated that he had had the tuiton of
Benoni and his brother, children of the well
krown Virginia clergyman, Rev. Richard
Buck, for thirtcen years past. Just when
Harmer was appointed to the council does not
appear, but he was present at meetings on
Jan. 6, 1639, and March g, 1640. He was le ft
out of the commission of councillors of Aug.
9. 1641, but whatever the cause may have
been, it was not unpopularity with the people,
for he represented James City county in the
house of burgesses at the sessions of Feb.,
1644-45, Nov., 1645, March, 1645-46, and
Oct., 1646, when his name appears for the last
time in the records, and he was speaker Of
that honorable house. The land grants show
a deed, dated April 18, 1642, from “William
Taylor of Chisciacke, gent., to Ambrose Har-
mer, of Virginia, Esq.,, and Jane now his
wife,” reciting that on Nov. 9, 1638, a grant
of 1200 acres was made to the said Wiliiam
Taylor, “the land lying on Chickahominy, in
James City County, due him for the trans-
portation of twenty-four persons, and said




