
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/manuscriptsandspecialcollections/collectionsindepth/family/middleton/biogra
phies/biographyofsirhenrywilloughby(d1549).aspx 
 

Biography of Sir Henry Willoughby (d 1549) 
 

Henry was the son of Edward Willoughby (d 1541) and his wife Anne, daughter of Sir William 

Filliol of Woodlands, Dorset. Anne Filliol was the sole heiress of Woodlands, since her sister 

Katherine, wife of Edward Seymour, Protector Somerset, was cut out of her father's will. 

Henry's grandfather was Sir Henry Willoughby (1451-1528) of Wollaton and Middleton.  

Henry inherited the Woodlands estate when his father died in 1541, and the Wollaton and 

Middleton estates from his uncle Sir John Willoughby in January 1548/9. He was only able to 

enjoy this inheritance for a few months, as he died in August 1549 while fighting in Kett's 

Rebellion, leaving three young children.  

Family  

Henry married Anne Grey, daughter of Thomas, 2nd Marquess of Dorset, and had:  

• Thomas (d 1558)  

• Margaret  

• Francis (1546-1596)  

Archive Collections  

• Title deeds, settlements, estate and legal papers relating to Sir Henry Willoughby's 

ownership of the Willoughby estates are part of the Middleton Collection held in 

Manuscripts and Special Collections at the University of Nottingham.  

Published Sources  

• There are no known published sources relating to Sir Henry Willoughby.   

 


